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Message from the Office of the Legislative Liaison and Communication Director of the Diocese of 

Cheyenne concerning human cloning and embryonic experimentation 

Prior to the legislative session, we were examining points in Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 

a Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United State (“Forming Consciences”), 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-

citizenship.pdf .  We were looking, particularly, at actions that the U.S. Catholic Bishops teach are 

incompatible with love of God and neighbor in and of themselves.  We last looked at the difficulties 

raised by euthanasia, one such action; our examination proved timely because a euthanasia bill, styled 

“Death with Dignity,” defeated, in the end, in fact, arose in the General Session of the 2015 Wyoming 

Legislature.  Issues of scientific research involving cloning and the destructive use of human embryos 

also pose special challenges along these lines (see p.9 of Forming Consciences).   

When it is used for reproductive purposes, cloning separates the transmission of life from the 

procreative act through which God willed life to come into being. Life becomes a commodity at the will 

of human beings and not a gift from God. When used for therapeutic purposes, cloning techniques and 

other therapeutic experimentation with human embryos involve the destruction of a human being for 

its embryonic stem cells.  All of the foregoing scenarios allow eugenic experimentation ignoring the basic 

God-given value of every life and permitting the manipulation of the human genome for the selection of 

traits subject to the cultural values of the day, rather than to any objective idea of the good.  

Accordingly, the Church holds cloning and embryonic experimentation to be morally wrong and counsels 

us against them.  

A Message about the Social Doctrine of the Church from the Office of the Legislative Liaison and 

Communication Director of the Diocese of Cheyenne about Truth and the Common Good 

The author of 1 Peter 3:10 (NJB) specifically instructs us:  
 

Remember: Anyone who wants to have a happy life and to enjoy prosperity must banish malice 
from his tongue, deceitful conversation from his lips; he must never yield to evil but must 
practice good; he must seek peace and pursue it. Because the face of the Lord frowns on evil 
men, but the eyes of the Lord are turned towards the virtuous, his ears to their cry.  

 
If people determined to rid their interactions of malice and false witness, howsoever motivated, our 
human communities would overflow with the gifts that all have to offer. Human beings would perceive 
each other as enriching, rather than as threatening, the life of the community.  
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